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1920, a treaty was signed at Warsaw between them; it declared
Ukrainia was not interested in Eastern Galicia, accepted the 1772
frontier, and postulated collaboration with Poland against agres-
sion.
KIEFF OCCUPIED
Three days later the Marshal launched his offensive; prepared in
secret it took the Bolsheviks by surprise. Led by Pilsudski in
person, the Polish army, supported by two Ukrainian divisions
under Petlura, made a swift advance to the Dnieper. Kieff was
occupied on May 7. Petlura issued a proclamation calling on the
Ukrainian people to rise and defend their national independence.
Pilsudski also issued a proclamation, in which he stated that the
Polish troops would remain in the Ukraine only till a Ukrainian
Government was established. The Bolsheviks countered these
proclamations by calling on the peasants to resist the violation of
Russian territory by "Polish lords," and to prevent "Polish
capitalism" from exploiting Russian workers and peasants. On
May 5 the newspapers of Moscow published a letter from Brusiloff
to the Soviet Chief of Staff, who said that Polish intervention in
territory which had belonged from all time to Russia must be
repulsed by force..
Trotsky, in his book, My Life: the Rise and Fall of a Dictator,
said: "The country (Russia) made one more truly heroic effort.
The capture of Kieff by the Poles, in itself devoid of military
significance, did us great service; it awakened the country. Again
I had to make the tour of armies and cities, mobilizing men and
resources." Trotsky said nothing of the Bolshevik concentration
on the northern Polish front. Outside Russia Bolshevik propa-
ganda became more and more venompus against Poland, who was
held up to the Western working man as the aggressor, tyrannical
and bloody-minded, out to trample on the proletariat.
Pilsudski returned from the front to Warsaw on May 18, 1920,
He was given a great reception; a Te Deum was sung in St. Alex-
ander's Church, and the Seym held an extraordinary session to
acclaim the victorious Marshal. For the moment the clamour of
his enemies was hushed, but it soon broke out again. Dmowskl,
recovered from the serious illness that had laid him aside in Paris